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PM'S JOY AT RESULT AS CORBYN CRUSHED 



By TOM NEWTON DUNN 

Political Editor 

TRIUMPHANT Theresa 
May last night hailed 
the biggest by-election 
victory for any govern- 
ment in 139 years as 
a devastating 
blow” for Labour. 

The Tories took 
Copeland, a safe 
Labour seat since 
1935, early yester- 
day morning. 

Conservative can- 
didate Trudy Harri- 
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son, 40, won by more than 
2,100 votes — reversing Lab- 
our’s 2,564 majority at the 
2015 election. 

The PM took a helicopter to 
the Cumbria constituency to 
celebrate the stunning tri- 
umph, which broke a series of 
modern records. 

They include the first time 


a government has won a 
by-election since 1982. The 
eight per cent increase in the 
Tory vote share was also the 
biggest any government has 
seen mid-term since 1966. 

And it was the first like- 
for-like result since 1878. 

That means the governing 
party has taken an opposition 
seat with a previous majority 
of more than three per 
cent — without a defection 
or disqualification. 

Calling it “an astounding 
victory”, Mrs May told activ- 
ists: “This is a Government 
working for everyone and 
every part of the country.” 

But it immediately plunged 
Jeremy Corbyn into a fresh 
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battle to keep Labour’s lead- 
ership as he refused new calls 
from irate members to resign. 

Dave Prentis, boss of union 
Unison, said the result in 
Copeland was the “final 
warning” for Mr Corbyn, who 
he branded complacent. 

Moderate Labour MP John 
Woodcock branded it “a dis- 
aster” and the party’s biggest 
private donor, the retail 
tycoon John Mills, called for a 
new leader to take over. 

Even one the Shadow Cabi- 
net, Shadow Lords Leader 
Baroness Smith, urged him to 
“think long and hard” about 
the result. 

Mr Corbyn admitted 
that the defeat was “very dis- 
appointing”. 

t.newtondunn@the-sun.co.uk 


UKIP’S BREXIT BOTCH 


UKIP was plunged into a fresh cri- 
sis last night after leader Paul Nut- 
tall failed to win the “Brexit 
capital” seat of Stoke Central. 

Labour’s Gareth Snell, 31, held 
with a majority of 2,600, with Ukip 


only beating the Tories into second 
place by 79 votes. 

Some 70 per cent of the constit- 
uency’s voters had backed Leave in 
last year’s EU poll. But Mr Nuttall, 
40, right , elected leader 12 weeks 


ago, vowed: “There’s a lot more to 
come from us. We’re not going any- 
where. I’m not going anywhere.” 

Mr Snell said the people “have 
chosen the politics of hope over 
the politics of fear”. 
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Trump . . . yesterday 


Trump in 
new spat 
over FBI 

By JAMES BEAL 

DONALD Trump stepped 
up his war with his intel- 
ligence services yesterday, 
blasting the FBI for fail- 
ing to stop leaks of 
embarrassing information. 

The US president hit 
out after reports emerged 
White House staff had 
asked the bureau to 
denounce alleged contact 
between Trump’s election 
campaign and Russian 
intelligence officials. 

FBI chief James Comey 
and deputy chief Andrew 
McCabe both refused 
amid an ongoing probe 
into supposed collusion 
between Republicans and 
the Kremlin. 

Russian spokesman 

Dmitry Peskov said: 
“Let’s not believe anony- 
mous information.” 

Meanwhile, ex-Ukip 
chief Nigel Farage pre- 
dicted “a great global 
revolution” after Brexit. 

He delighted a crowd, 
alongside Trump, last 
night at the Conservative 
Political Action Confer- 
ence in Washington DC. 


CORRECTIONS & 
CLARIFICATIONS 


THE Sun aims to have the 
highest standards. Let us 
know if we make mistakes. 

The Sun is a founding 
member of the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation. 

To complain to us about 
the code it enforces, go to 
www.thesun.co.uk/ipso. Email 
ombudsman@the-sun.co.uk or 
write to The Sun Ombuds- 
man, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London, SE1 9GF. 

independent 
press standards 
organisation 

UK’s box 
office hit 

MOVIES made in Britain 
now make more than a 
quarter of the world’s 
entire box office takings. 

Star Wars hit Rogue 
One and The Jungle 
Book also helped rake in 
£4.1billion for the UK 
economy in the last year, 
International Trade Min- 
ister Mark Gamier said. 

He added: “Our creative 
talents are the envy of 
the world.” 
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TODAY: Cloudy with spells of rain 
moving in from the West. The rain 
will be persistent and heavy at 
times in north-western areas but it 
will then turn drier in Scotland. Dry 
in south-east England with rain by 
evening. Moderate winds. 
TONIGHT: Rain and drizzle espe- 
cially over England and Wales will 
continue to move south-eastwards, 
becoming more confined to the far 
south-east. It will be drier in 
Northern Ireland and Scotland. 
OUTLOOK: Mostly dry and bright 
on Sunday in central and southern 
England. Rain and showers else- 
where. It will be bright on Monday 
with scattered showers. 
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SUJIKO 


To play, enter the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so each circle’s total 
equals the sum ofthefouradjacent 
squares. See p45 for the solution. 
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WE PAY FOR YOUR STORIES 

We are always after good stories interest story, scandal or anything about. Just get involved, call our 
- and paying big money for them else that you think the good people news desk and don't worry about 
every day. Celebrity, a human of Britain would want to read cost, we'll call you straight back. 

Call I Text 

02077826500 | 0742 372 0250 

Email 



Today’s 

birthdays 

Comic LEE EVANS, 53, 
actress TEA LEONI.51, 

both pictured, politician 
and dancer ED BALLS, 50. 



• LAST night’s Health 
Lottery winning 
numbers were: 5, 26, 41, 
42 and 45. Bonus No: 7. 
Last night’s Euromillions 
winning numbers: 2, 4, 13, 
22, 43. Lucky Stars: 8, 9. 































